is too many.

Pet godina od pocetka sukoba u Siriji: najveca izbjeglicka i
raseljeni¢ka kriza naseg doba zahtijeva mnogo vecéu solidarnost

Dok rat u Siriji danas obiljeZava jo$ jedan mracan datum, izbjeglice koje bjeZe od
petogodiSnjeg sukoba suoCavaju sa sve vecCim preprekama u pronalazenju
sigurnosti, a medunarodna solidarnost sa zrtvama ne uspijeva da pronade
odgovor niti da reflektuje obim i ozbiljnost ove humanitarne tragedije.

»oifija predstavlja najvec¢u humanitarnu i izbjeglicku krizu nadeg doba. Ona je
neprestani uzrok patnje miliona ljudi koji bi trebali dobiti podrs§ku javnosti sa svih
strana svijeta“, kazao je Visoki komesar UN-a za izbjeglice Filipo (Filippo) Grandi,
dodajuéi da samo politicko rjeSenje moze prekinuti patnju, a da u meduvremenu
viSe zemalja mora da prihvati viSe izbjeglica.

lako se odnedavno nazire i po koji tra¢ak nade u vidu povec¢anog humanitarnog
pristupa u Siriji, prekida neprijateljstava, obnovljenih mirovnih razgovora i
obecanih vecih finansijskih sredstava, peta godiSnjica rata u Siriji poklapa se sa
sve jaCim nadzorom granica od strane susjednih zemalja, koje popustaju pod
pritiskom prihvata tolikog broja izbjeglica. Zbog toga je na hiljade ljudi i dalje
zarobljeno u Siriji i nisu u moguénosti da napuste zemlju.

Nadalje, evropske zemlje koje su ranije doCekivale Sirijce sada zatvaraju svoja
vrata pred sve vecCim brojem izbjeglica koje dolaze u potrazi za sigurnoSc¢u.
Nekoliko je zemalja uvelo ograni¢enja u pogledu upravljanja granicama i ulazaka,
Sto je dovelo do nagomilavanja desetina hiljada izbjeglica u Grckoj. Istovremeno,
Evropska unija je u razgovorima sa Turskom u vezi sa sporazumom kojim bi
trazioci azila eventualno mogli biti vraceni nazad u Tursku. U meduvremenu,
izbjeglice u zemljama koje grani€e sa Sirijjom ugrozenije su nego ikada i izlazu se
sve vecoj opasnosti kako bi prezivjele — upustanjem u opasna putovanja u Evropu
ili pribjegavajem rizi€nim strategijama prezivljavanja poput djecjeg rada, ranih
brakova ili seksualne eksploatacije.

Visoki povjerenik Grandi izjavio je da su obecanja u visini 5,9 milijardi ameri¢kih
dolara koja su donatori proslog mjeseca u Londonu dali za humanitarnu i razvojnu
pomoc¢ u 2016. godini dobrodosla, ali i da sredstva trebaju biti hitno isplacena i
nadopunjena drugim oblicima medunarodne solidarnosti. To podrazumijeva
povecanje mogucnosti za vecinu izbjeglica u susjednim zemljama da ostvaruju
prihode i da se obrazuju, te bolju podjelu odgovornosti na viSe drzava Sirom
svijeta uz pomo¢ otvorenih sustava azila i ve¢ih mogucénosti za Sirijce da dodu
do tre¢ih zemalja organiziranim kanalima.

“Tragedija ovih razmjera zahtijjeva solidarnost povrh samih sredstava.
Jednostavno recCeno, viSe zemalja treba podijeliti opterecenje na nacCin da



preuzmu viSe izbjeglica u kontekstu najveCe krize raseljenosti u citavoj
generaciji,” rekao je Grandi.

30. ozujka/marta UNHCR ¢e biti domacin medunarodnoj konferenciji na visokom
nivou u Zenevi na kojoj ée pozvati vlade da znatno poveéaju broj pozicija
predvidenih za preseljenje Sirijaca. Dosad su vlade iz cijelog svijeta obecéale oko
170.000 takvih pozicija. UNHCR se nada da ¢e u iduéih nekoliko godina povecati
tu brojku da dostigne barem 10 posto od broja registriranih izbjeglica, kojih je
samo u neposrednom okruzenju u regiji trenutacno 4,8 milijuna. Kako se
priblizava pet godina od pocCetka rata u Siriji, sastanak 30.3. pruzit ¢e priliku
vladama i zajednicama diljem svijeta da ozbiljno pojacaju pomo¢ Sirijcima.

“U trenutku kada obiljezavamo jo$ jednu tuznu prekretnicu rata u Siriji, nalazimo
se na raskrsnici: ako svijet ne uspije suradivati zbog kratkoro€nih interesa,
nedostatka hrabrosti i brzopletih poteza kojima se samo opterecenje prebacuje
negdje drugdje, sa zaljenjem éemo se osvrtati na ovu izgubljenu priliku da
djelujemo s ljudskom solidarnos¢u”, rekao je Grandi.

Pet godina od pocCetka rata u Siriji, 4,8 milijuna izbjeglica raseljeno je u susjednim
zemljama, stotine tisu¢a u Europi, a 6,6 milijuna ljudi unutar same Sirije, koja je
prije rata brojala preko 20 milijuna stanovnika.

Kontakt za medije: Neven Crvenkovié¢, UNHCR, tel +387 61 611 082,
mail crvenkov@unhcr.org
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Syria conflict at 5 years: the biggest refugee and displacement
crisis of our time demands a huge surge in solidarity

As Syria’s war reaches another grim milestone today, refugees fleeing the 5-year
conflict face greater hurdles to finding safety while international solidarity with its
victims is failing to match and reflect the scale and seriousness of the
humanitarian tragedy.

"Syria is the biggest humanitarian and refugee crisis of our time, a continuing
cause of suffering for millions which should be garnering a groundswell of support
around the world,” said UN High Commissioner for Refugees Filippo Grandi,
adding that only a political settlement would end the suffering but more countries
had to take a greater share of refugees in the meantime.

While there are recent glimmers of hope with increased humanitarian access in
Syria, the cessation of hostilities, renewed peace talks and promises of better
funding, the 5th anniversary of Syria’s war comes amid a backdrop of increasingly
managed borders by neighbouring countries, creaking under the strain of hosting
so many refugees. This is leaving thousands of vulnerable people stranded inside
Syria, unable to leave the country.

Further afield, European states which once welcomed Syrians are now bringing
down the shutters in the wake of increasing numbers of refugees seeking safety
there. Several countries have imposed entry and border restrictions, leading to a
build-up of tens of thousands of refugees in Greece, while the European Union is
in discussions with Turkey on an agreement that could potentially see asylum-



seekers sent back to Turkey. Meanwhile, refugees in countries neighbouring
Syria are more vulnerable than ever and taking increased risks to survive —
embarking on dangerous journeys to Europe or resorting to dangerous survival
strategies such as child labour, early marriage or sexual exploitation.

High Commissioner Grandi said that while higher donor pledges of $5.9 billion for
the 2016 appeal for humanitarian and development aid in London last month were
welcome, funds need to be urgently disbursed and matched by other forms of
international solidarity. These include better access to livelihoods and education
for the majority of refugees in neighbouring countries and a greater sharing of
responsibility by more countries around the world, through open asylum systems
and increased opportunity for Syrians to move to third countries through
organized channels.

“A tragedy of this scale demands solidarity beyond funding. Put simply, we need
more countries to share the load by taking a greater share of refugees from what
has become the biggest displacement crisis of a generation,” Grandi said.

On 30 March, UNHCR will be hosting a high-level international conference in
Geneva, calling on governments for a major increase in places for Syrians. To
date, some 170,000 such places have been pledged by governments around the
world. UNHCR hopes to increase that to at least 10 per cent of the registered
refugee population, currently at 4.8 million people in the immediate surrounding
region alone, over the next few years. Coming on the heels of the 5" anniversary
of Syria’s war, the 30 March meeting will be opportunity for governments and
communities globally to concretely boost their support for Syrians.

“We are at a crossroads now as we mark another sad milestone in Syria’s war: if
the world fails to work together due to short-term interests, lack of courage and
knee jerk reactions to shift the burden elsewhere, we will look back ruefully on
this lost opportunity to act with solidarity and shared humanity,” Grandi said.

Five years on, Syria’s conflict has spawned 4.8 million refugees in neighbouring
countries, hundreds of thousands in Europe, and 6.6 million people displaced
inside Syria against a pre-war population of over 20 million.



